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Che Commonwealth of MWassachusetts 


GENERAL Laws, CHAPTER 6. 
Art CoMmMISSION. 


Section 19. There shall be an art commission for the commonwealth 
consisting of five members, who shall be citizens of the commonwealth. 
Upon the expiration of the term of office of any member thereof, his 
successor shall be appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent 
of the council, for five years. The commission shall serve without com- 
pensation, but shall be allowed such necessary expenses as may be ap- 
proved by the governor and council, not exceeding one hundred dollars in 
amount, and shall have power to adopt its own rules and to elect such 
officers from its own members as may be deemed proper. 


AcTs OF 1922, CHAPTER 298. 
AN AcT RELATIVE TO THE POWERS OF THE ART COMMISSION FOR THE 
COMMONWEALTH. 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 


Chapter six of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 
section twenty and inserting in place thereof the following: — Section 20. 
There shall be submitted to the art commission for its approval in an 
advisory capacity any plan relative to the creation, acquisition, construc- 
tion, erection or remodeling by the commonwealth of any work of art, 
accompanied by designs, descriptions, specifications, drawings or models 
sufficient to enable the commission to determine the artistic character of 
such work of art. The commission shall file with the governor, within 
thirty days after such submission, its opinion of such proposed work of art 
together with such suggestions and recommendations as it may deem 
proper. The term “work of art’’, as used in this section, shall include 
any painting, portrait, mural decoration, stained glass, statue, bas-relief, 
ornament, fountain or any other article or structure of a permanent 
character intended for decoration or commemoration. 

Upon request of the governor, the commission shall act in an advisory 
capacity relative to the artistic character of any building constructed, 
erected or remodeled by the commonwealth, or upon land owned by the 
commonwealth, and when, upon request of the governor, there shall be 
submitted to said commission any plan relating to such construction, 
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erection or remodeling of any such building, accompanied by designs, de- 
scriptions, specifications, drawings or models sufficient to enable the com- 
mission to determine the artistic character of such building, the commission 
shall file with the governor, within thirty days after such submission, its 
opinion of such proposed building together with such suggestions and 
recommendations as it may deem proper. The term “building’’, as used 
in this section, shall include structures intended for human occupation 
and use, and also bridges, arches, gates, walls or other permanent structures 
of any character. [Approved April 14, 1922. 


Che Commonwealth of Massachusetts 


FIFTH REPORT OF THE ART COMMISSION. 


To the Honorable the General Court. 


The Commission respectfully submits the following report: — 


1. Lieutenant NorMAN PRINCE MEMORIAL. 


This memorial was presented to the Commonwealth and un- 
veiled with simple ceremony on October 15, 1921. The 
tablet was approved by the Commission as a work of art of 
sufficient merit to be placed on the wall of the State House. 
The acceptance of this memorial, the gift of a citizen of 
the Commonwealth, which commemorates the patriotic service 
of one of the sons of Massachusetts in the cause of world 
liberty, — a volunteer in that cause before our country entered 
the lists, — brought up a question of authority regarding the 
acceptance of gifts tendered to the Commonwealth. The 
action of the Legislature in reserving to itself the rights of 
acceptance or rejection of gifts seems to this Commission to 
be logical, for it leaves to the Commission the only function it 
should have, namely, to pass on technical matters which con- 
cern questions of artistic merit and the appropriate placing of 
such objects as may be deemed worthy of acceptance. 

The subject of memorials in general has engaged the thought 
of the Commission. It is natural that a desire should manifest 
itself to commemorate the services of those who have reflected, 
through their deeds of valor and of service, glory upon their 
mother State, but careful and just consideration must also be 
given to the proper relation of a deed with some generally ac- 
cepted standard of what constitutes exceptional service. In 
the first flush of the ending of a victorious war, events in their 
true light are often magnified, but there are some that by 
common consent will but gather added laurels as time passes. 
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The chairman of this Commission has submitted to the com- 
mittee on State House a tentative outline for a plan com- 
memorating the part Massachusetts played in the World War, 
and has suggested a “Hall of Fame” for the area on the third 
floor of the State House, the walls to be covered with mural 
paintings and bronze memorials, thus giving a definite location 
to this period of our State’s history. A special commission will 
study this question, and its conclusions will be presented to the 
Legislature for definite action. 

There should always be, however, a double purpose served. 
Years hence, when those who gaze on our memorials know of 
them only in the light of what historical knowledge they 
possess, and when time has dimmed the memory, then, through 
the genius of the painter and the sculptor, should the deeds 
as represented or commemorated awaken pride as works of art, 
quite apart from the recorded history. 

Some subjects require, and should have, immediate attention 
for reasons governing a true historical record; others should 
await the cool and impersonal judgment of posterity. John 
Adams sensed at once the pictorial significance of the episode 
when Otis argued against the writs of assistance, even going so 
far as to describe the scene. More than a hundred years 
elapsed before it was placed on canvas. What is pictured 
cannot be quite so true to facts as would be the case had the 
scene been painted while Adams and other contemporaries were 
living. In the work of Americanization, too much stress 
cannot be laid upon the value of educating the people through 
pictorial representation of fundamental events which have 
made our Commonwealth a leader in freedom and civic en- 
lightenment. 

As regards the quality of memorials, and with particular 
reference to mural paintings, the Commission when asked for 
its opinion on two large paintings proposed as gifts to the 
Commonwealth made the following report: — 


The Commission holds very decided views on this particular subject 
of memorials, whether in the form of statuary or paintings, realizing as 
it does the importance of its action in accepting such works, and having 
not only the opinion of the present day in mind, but also the opinion of 
a future, and, it is to be presumed, more general enlightened taste. The 
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best is none too good for the Commonwealth, and while the patriotism 
of the moment may be met by inferior works of this sort, posterity will 
judge in cooler and more critical mood. The decorations surrounding 
Memorial Hall are of a superior order, though not all of the highest 
merit; still they serve as a fitting guide for purposes of comparison with 
other works which may have to be considered. 


2. Henry B. Enpicorr MEMORIAL. 


This memorial was authorized by an act of Legislature in 
recognition of the services rendered the Commonwealth by the 
late Henry B. Endicott, which included an appropriation of 
the sum of $400. 

The amount appropriated was inadequate for the purpose, 
but before making a formal report to this effect, the Commis- 
sion aroused the interest and co-operation of friends and 
associates of Mr. Endicott, and a sufficient sum was quickly 
raised. A commission was given to Henry Hudson Kitson, the 
sculptor, to execute a bas-relief of Mr. Endicott in tablet form. 
The work met with the approval of the Art Commission and 
Mr. Endicott’s friends. 


3. LANDING OF THE PILGRIMS. 


The Provincetown Tercentenary Commission submitted its 
plans for providing a permanent commemoration of the Landing 
of the Pilgrims at Provincetown, and the plans were approved. 

Plans for four tablets to mark certain historical localities 
on Cape Cod, designed by the sculptor John F. Paramino, 
were approved; also design for memorial tablet by Charles A. 
Coolidge. 


4. PortTRAItT oF FORMER GOVERNOR SAMUEL W. McCALt. 


The Legislature having granted a request of the Commission 
by increasing the sum to be appropriated for securing the 
portraits of former Governors of the Commonwealth from 
$1,000 to $3,000, a portrait of former Governor Samuel W. 
McCall was painted by Edmund C. Tarbell, one of the lead- 
ing artists of the country, and a citizen of Massachusetts. 
The portrait was unanimously approved by this Commission 
and its formal acceptance recommended to the Governor and 
Council. 
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5. MEMORIAL FOR THE DEAD IN FRANCE. 


The following report was made by this Commission on the 
model for the proposed memorial designed by Daniel Chester 
French, the landscape features designed by Henry Bacon: — 


The first important detail in planning for a memorial is the site, for 
the placing in suitable location is of prime importance. Seldom has it 
happened that nature has provided a finer background, that afforded 
greater inspiration to a sculptor, than the stern-faced rock one hundred 
feet in height, facing the River Meuse. It seems designed to typify the 
inflexible courage and indomitable will of our Massachusetts boys, a 
suitable foil for the Angel, called “Benediction.” In our opinion the 
Commission in charge selected most wisely, and imagination cannot 
dwell in any but satisfied mood as it contemplates the splendid mise en 
scéne as presented by the plans, sketches and photographs. 

Mr. French, whose name was suggested among others by this Commis- 
sion, has chosen his subject well, as it fits into the natural scene and easily 
becomes a part of the picture. ‘The Commission approves of this figure 
of “ Benediction,” but does not approve of the recumbent figure of the 
dead soldier, as it appears too literal in combination with the superb 
allegorical sentiment of the figure of “Benediction,” and the whole design 
would gain much in dignity with the elimination of this recumbent figure, 
leaving the tablet with the names of the honored dead in their impressive 
simplicity. 

The fact that the memorial is not on actual fighting ground is a minor 
detail for objection, for at least this location was within the battle area, 
and certainly no troops fought there, since it was out of the question 
for them to have done so, and Massachusetts men were in so many units 
outside the 26th Division, scattered as they were throughout the American 
forces, it seems as though it would be to commemorate some special unit 
if some other and far less desirable site were selected merely to conform 
to a somewhat narrow and overdrawn historical suggestion. Nothing 
would be gained and much would be sacrificed, and this Commission 
hopes no change will be made, as the present suggested site is a true 
part of the artistic conception. Another location would call for quite a 
different rendering. No son or daughter of our Commonwealth, in view- 
ing this tribute to our heroic dead, can help but feel a thrill of pride, even 
though it be placed on soil from which has sprung so much that ennobles 
art. 
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6. STATUE OF PILGRIM MAIDEN. 


As the site for this statue, designed and executed by Henry 
Hudson Kitson, sculptor, was on property belonging to the 
Commonwealth, the Commission was requested by the National 
Society of New England Women to render its opinion of the 
merits of the work, and judgment was rendered informally to 
the society. As no official presentation to the Commonwealth 
has been made, our action has not been formally rendered, 
and no action on the part of the Legislature has been asked 
by the Society of New England Women. The statue was ap- 
proved as a work of art. 


7. Portrait oF FORMER GOVERNOR EUGENE N. Foss. 

This portrait by Howard Smith was approved by the Com- 
mission and its acceptance recommended. It was suggested, 
however, that the painter of the portrait be paid in accordance 
with his current prices, for in the opinion of this Commission, 
it does not follow that a sum not to exceed $3,000 shall be paid 
for every portrait of a former chief executive, and while it may 
be conceded that a portrait may possess certain good qualities 
of craftsmanship and rendition of character, the reputation of 
the artist has a certain monetary bearing on the matter of 
compensation. The Commission refuses to pass on the financial 
side of the question, but strongly recommends that a form of 
contract be executed between the finance committee of the 
Council and the artist who is selected and whose selection is 
approved first by this Commission, such approval, however, 
not to be considered as denying the right of the Art Commission 
to pass judgment on the completed work before final acceptance 
by the Commonwealth. 


8. PowrERs OF THE ART COMMISSION. 


An act relative to the powers of the Art Commission was 
enacted by the General Court, and by the terms of the act a 
certain standing is given the Commission relating to its duties 
and responsibilities. It may be appropriate to state here that 
the members of this Commission deeply appreciate the cordial 
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co-operation of the members of the Legislature, whenever 
matters requiring legislative action and relating to subjects 
which pertain to the duties of the Art Commission have been 
under consideration. 


9. MermMoRIAL TO MASSACHUSETTS CHAPLAINS. 


This memorial is the first to be placed near the suggested 
“Hall of Fame,” and records for future generations the names 
of the four devoted Massachusetts chaplains who died in the 
service of their country in the World War. 


10. PortTrRAIr oF GOVERNOR WINSLOW. 


A portrait of Governor Winslow of the Plymouth Colony 
was approved in accordance with the Acts of 1922. It is the 
gift of the Massachusetts Society of Founders and Patriots. 

It is intended by this act to secure portraits and other memo- 
rials of the Colonial Governors of Massachusetts, but such a 
result can be obtained only by an appropriation, as of necessity 
original portraits will rarely or never come into possession of 
the Commonwealth; copies, therefore, will give a practicable 
means of adding to the eight portraits already in the Senate 
Reception Room. It is hoped a small appropriation may be 
made at the coming session of the Legislature for this purpose. 


11. MermoriaAL To ANN HUTCHINSON. 


On April 25, 1922, the Art Commission, in accordance with 
an act of the General Court, chapter 146 of the Acts of 1922, 
formally addressed the General Court recommending the ac- 
ceptance of the bronze statue of Ann Hutchinson, presented to 
the Commonwealth by the Ann Hutchinson Memorial Associa- 
tion and the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massa- 
chusetts. 

The site suggested for the statue is where it is to be seen at 
present, the General Court having accepted it and ordered it 
placed in accordance with the recommendation of this Com- 
mission. 
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12. Tur WEBSTER STATUE. 


Mr. Lewis A. Armistead, a great grandson of Daniel Webster, 
petitioned the Governor and Council to have the name _ of 
“Webster” cut on the pedestal of the statue. The request was 
referred to this Commission, which reported in favor of the 
petitioner. The name Webster has therefore been cut on the 
pedestal. 


13. Onp Province Hovse. 


The demolishing of the last remains of the “Old Province 
House” disclosed the ancient fireplaces, and it was represented 
to His Excellency the Governor, by several interested citizens 
of Boston, that the Commonwealth should secure and preserve 
these memorials, later perhaps to be placed in some future 
State building. 

His Excellency promptly sent a special message to the 
Legislature and a resolve was introduced. Before the final 
stages of enactment were completed, the owners of the pro- 
posed building to be erected on the site of the Province House, 
acting with commendable public spirit, announced that the old 
fireplaces would be incorporated in the new building, so that no 
legislation became necessary. 


The Commission has been consulted frequently by officials 
of cities and towns, as well as by associations and individuals, 
mainly on matters relating to war memorials, and all assistance 
possible has been given. The members of the Commission have 
elected to give what service they can, freely and willingly. 


WALTER GILMAN PAGE, 
CHARLES R. GRECO, 
CYRUS E. DALLIN, 

H. DUDLEY MURPHY, 
FREDERICK W. COBURN, 


Art Commission for the Commonwealth. 


SAMUEL WALKER McCaALL, GOVERNOR OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


Painted as authorized under act of Legislature. By Edmund C, Tarbell, N. A. 
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ANNE HUTCHINSON. 


Given to the Commonwealth by the Anne Hutchinson Memorial Association and Massachusetts 
State Federation of Women’s Clubs. Cyrus E. Dallin, A. N. A., Se. 


Henry B. Enpicorr MEMoRIAL. 


Authorized by act of Legislature. Placed in State House, 1921. Henry Hudson Kitson, Sc. 
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MAYFLOWER TABLET, PROVINCETOWN. 


A memorial erected by the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants. Designed by Charles 
A. Coolidge. 
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OBLE Foss, GOVERNOR OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


Painted as authorized under act of Legislature. By Howard Smith, A. N. A. 
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THE First ENCOUNTER. 


Located on Mulford’s Cliff, Cape Cod Bay. John Francis Paramino, Se. 
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WELLFLEET HARBOR. 


Located in front of Old Colonial Church. John Francis Paramino, Sc. 


Corn Hitz, Truro. 


Located on Cape Cod Bay. John Francis Paramino, Sc. 
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PiuGRIM SPRING, PoND VILLAGE, TRURO. 


John Francis Paramino, Sc. 
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Sir Henry VANE. 


Governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, 1636-37. 


Original painting presented by Lord Barnard and the Massachusetts Society of Colonial 
Wars, 1925. 
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SEVENTH REPORT OF THE ART COMMISSION. 


To the Honorable the General Court. 


The Art Commission respectfully submits herewith its report for the year 1924. 


THe PLyMouTH SURVEY. 


The artistic development of the State’s property at Plymouth, involving a 
plan of safeguarding it from installation of too many and unsuitable monuments 
and other memorials, has seemed to the Commission to be of great importance. 
Plymouth is, of course, one of the sacred places of the nation. So good a plan 
of treatment of the shore line and the approaches to the road has already been 
effected that the danger of over-elaboration of the sculptural adornment of the 
reservation should be carefully guarded against. Patriotic societies and individ- 
uals will doubtless continue to offer to the Commonwealth memorials of the Pil- 
grims which, however artistically meritorious in and for themselves, may or may 
not be suitable for installation on State land. It will promote co-operation to 
the Commonwealth and intending donors if a survey of the State-owned lands 
at Plymouth can be made, with indication of the points at which, or zones within 
which, sculptural works may effectively be placed and of the approximate di- 
mensions, at least as regards height, which such memorials may have. 

To the end of securing such a survey co-operation with the Boston Society 
of Landscape Architects has been sought by the Commission, and the former 
Society has appointed as its representatives, Mr. Arthur A. Shurtleff, Chairman, 
Mr. Loring Underwood and Mr. Hallam L. Movius. Mr. Shurtleff is not only 
a distinguished landscape architect, but is also professional advisor of the Plan- 
‘ning Board of the Town of Plymouth, and he has offered his services to the Com- 
monwealth toward preparation of the proposed survey. 

This survey, of which a copy is appended, will, it is believed, serve for guidance 
of successive Art Commissions as proposals for placing memorials at Plymouth 
are brought to them for decision. We take pleasure in including in our report 
the following communication: 


“Following the request of your Commission the undersigned Committee was 
appointed by the President of the Boston Society of Landscape Architects to 
confer with your Board regarding the protection of the State lands and the pub- 
lic memorials in the vicinity of Plymouth Rock. After visiting Plymouth the 
Committee held many conferences with your Commission to discuss the matters 
mentioned below and we submit the following report on these topics. 

“By the removal of wharves, warehouses, and other buildings from the vi- 
cinity of Plymouth Rock and by the acquisition of surrounding lands, the Gov- 
ernment, the State and the Town have protected this historic site from encroach- 
ment by utilitarian structures. The erection of a memorial about Plymouth 
Rock also safeguards this natural monument from injury and places it in a worthy 
setting. The embellishment of the surrounding ground with greensward, shrub- 
bery and trees and the provision of necessary and useful walks and roadways 
for the accommodation of pedestrians and vehicles also safeguards the memorial 
and the general site by defining the limits of approach and prevents the destruc- 
tion of the plantations and greensward by trespass. 

“Since the Tercentenary Commission’s services terminated the custody of 
these grounds is divided between several State authorities, one of which, the 
Beard of Public Works, has jurisdiction of the water line, and another, the Depart- 
ment of Conservation, has a certain amount of control of the ground area, though 
the functions of both are in some respects involved with responsibilities resting 
upon the Metropolitan Parks Commission. It is desirable that a special commis- 
sion should be provided for the care of the Rock and the surrounding park. We 
suggest a commission of three, — one from the Commission on Conservation, 
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one from the Department of Public Works, and one from the Art Commission. 
It should become the duty of such a commission to take charge of the placing of 
electric lights and other public service necessities, the general care and upkeep 
of the grounds, and the disposition of concessions for the sale of food. .To such 
a commission should also be delegated the important matters discussed at length 
in this report to the end that this historic ground and its memorials may not suffer 
for want of proper care. 

“To the protective measures already provided by the Tercentenary Commission 
and described above, others should be added, as the memorial and the site are 
lable to disfigurement from other sources. <A disfigurement is liable to oceur 
through the erection of other memorials on the reserved land. No maiter how 
attractive the design of such memorials may be, if they increase in numbers a 
point will be reached, in our opinion, when these structures will begin to compete 
in interest with the central memorial and with the lesser memorials already erected. 
Anything which competes with these memorials and with the integrity of the 
ground about Plymouth Rock would violate the purposes for which the land and 
the site was acquired, and disturb the attention of those who come to visit this 
historic place. In our judgment the erection of future memorials should be con- 
fined to the areas which we describe below and should be limited to the sizes de- 
seribed. ‘Trees, shrubbery or flowers intended as memorials should not be planted 
unless they would assist in carrying out the program of native tree planting al- 
ready under way. Such memorial material should not be marked with conspicu- 
ous tablets or placards. 

‘A disfigurement of the site is also liable to occur through the erection, around 
the margins of the acquired ground, of high buildings which would dwarf the 
present memorials as well as the open spaces about them, not to mention the 
ancient dwellings and churches which now form a pleasing background. The 
use of such buildings for manufacturing purposes or stores would be incompat- 
ible with the associations of the ground. Moreover, such buildings might by their 
appearance detract from the charm of the memorials and the significance of the 
ground which is hallowed. At present the surrounding buildings in height, use 
and appearance form a fairly satisfactory background, with the exception of the 
power station, the hotel, and certain oiling stations and restaurants. In the 
course of time when the present structures are repaired, enlarged, or rebuilt, 
safeguards must be established to prevent disfigurement of the kinds deseribed. 
We believe this can be accomplished by applying to the private lands around the 
reserved ground those protective zoning restrictions which are customarily used 
throughout our country to protect the margins of important parks and residence 
areas. We give below restrictions which, in our judgment, should be applied 
to this vicinity for the protection of the memorials already erected, the public 
ground and the landing place. 

“Tn addition to these major matters in which protection is essential we recom- 
mend, that the program of planting the level ground and hillside with native 
shrubbery and trees to recall as far as may be and as far as desirable the natural 
appearance of the shore in the early days, should be extended and completed in 
accordance with the plans of the Tercentenary Commission, print enclosed. De- 
tailed planting is very much needed at each end of the canopy which covers the 
Rock in order to relieve the present sterile appearance of the wide expanses of 
bare gravel adjacent to the masonry and alongside the waterfront. We also 
recommend the acquisition of a part or whole of the ground now occupied by the 
Plymouth Rock Hotel, which projects into the reservation, in order to give greater 
space on the brow of the hill for the accommodation of sightseers and to form a 
continuation of the lines of taking already made on the west by the Tercentenary 
Commission. We also recommend the acquisition of a strip of land opposite the 
steamboat wharf, as mentioned in further detail below. These lines are shown on 
the plan which accompanies our recommendations on the location of future me- 
morials and protective zones. This plan is dated January 16, 1925, scale sixty 
feet (60) to the inch. We also recommend the acquisition of the front line prop- 
erty along Water Street at the landward end of the northerly promontory, as 
described in detail below. 


P.D.. 141. : 3 
Specific Recommendations. 


“On the low ground near the central memorial over the Rock, and including 
the projecting wooded promontories, also including the ovals within the parking 
space loops formed by the roadways, all memorials should be excluded, except 
upon a zone not over fifty feet (50’) wide, extending through each headland from 
the water line to the driveway oval, as shown by dotted lines. Within each of 
these zones the Commission believes that one memorial of small size might be 
erected when the trees and shrubbery have made a growth sufficiently dense to 
form substantial backgrounds which will prevent such memorials from dominat- 
ing the headlands or from distracting interest from existing monuments. The 
design and spirit of such memorials should be in strict conformity with the signifi- 
cance of the memorial over the Rock and should not exceed a height of about 
twelve feet (12’), the design to be approved by the State Art Commission. If 
drinking fountains are needed in this region they should be of a design approved 
by the State Art Commission and placed symmetrically in relation to the memo- 
rial over the rock, but not nearer than twenty-five feet (25’) to this memorial, 
and preferably at a distance of about 100 feet, as shown on the plan. These foun- 
tains may be used for memorials. The general zone for their location is indicated 
by two circles drawn on the plan. 

“The plantations of native trees and shrubbery on the promontories should 
be extended to cover the steep bank between Water Street and Carver Street. 
On the embankment the plantations should be sufficiently low or should contain 
a sufficient number of open spaces between trees to allow good views to be en- 
joyed of the promontories below and the harbor, as well as the memorial at the 
Rock. The flight of stairs on this embankment should be relocated to coincide 
with the axis of this memorial. The stone work of the stairs should be in harmony 
with the memorial and should be very simple in character. Street trees should 
be planted along Carver Street to form a background for the memorials already 
erected on the property of the Pilgrim Society, and to act also as a background 
for the entire waterfront development. This tree screen should not be so dense 
as to hide too completely the houses, churches, and other buildings of the town. 
In case the Pilgrim Society should wish to erect another monument on Cole’s 
Mill east of Carver Street, we believe there is space here for the purpose, but such 
a memorial should not by size or surroundings, compete in distinction with me- 
morials already erected. We suggest the elimination, as far as possible, of wide 
curbings or extensive paved areas about these memorials. 

“On the plan a line is drawn forming an extension in a north-south direction 
of the westerly ine of the small tract owned by the State. This line indicates 
the desirable extension of State property to embrace all or a part of the ground 
now occupied by the Plymouth Rock Hotel. When this property is secured the 
line of Carver Street might be shifted to the west to give greater space at the top 
of the bluff for the accommodation of pedestrians, as shown on the plan by a 
setback line. 

“The Committee recommends a taking of land opposite the steamboat landing, 
as indicated by the taking line shown on the accompanying plan. This ground 
would provide space for much needed screening plantations and foliage baek- 
grounds, and would permit the removal of the restaurants and oiling stations 
which were undesirable in such close proximity to the existing memorials. 

“The Committee also recommends a setback line, as shown on the plan drawn 
at a point ten feet (10’) from the westerly side line of Carver Street, to indicate 
the position of the front line of buildings which may be erected on this street 
when the present structures are rebuilt. The purpose of this setback is to give 
greater space along Carver Street for sidewalks and appropriate tree planting. 

“Where seats are required for the accommodation of visitors on the grounds 
of the State, these structures should be of simple design approved by the State 
Art Commission, and should not, without special action by the Commission, 
take the form of memorials. 

“On the plan mentioned above we have drawn a zoning restriction line dis- 
tant 100 feet from the westerly side of Carver Street and also distant 100 feet 
west of the westerly line of the Commonwealth's parcel of land at the corner of 
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Carver and Middle Streets. Within the district between this line and Carver 
Street we recommend that the Town should impose a zoning restriction limiting 
the development of this tract to the classification ordinarily designated as a single- 
family residence district, in which churches and clubs are permissible, but from 
which multiple family dwellings, manufacturing, business, public garages and 
hotels are excluded. No building should be erected in this zone exceeding a height 
of two and one-half stories, except by special permission of your Commission, and 
the design of the facades of all structures facing upon Carver Street or exposed 
toward that street should be approved by the State Art Commission. This zon- 
ing restriction is not intended, of course, to be retroactive, but is to affect all 
future alterations or rebuilding as well as the future use of the property thus 
restricted. 

“This Committee is of the opinion that a memorial may be erected, if needed, 
on the parcel of State property at the corner of Carver and Middle Streets, but 
the design for such a memorial should be approved by your Commission. 

“The Committee recommends that the shore line above mean high water should 
be covered with water-worn natural beach stones, similar to those which occur 
on the neighboring rocky shores about Plymouth. It was the original intention 
of the Tercentenary Commission to use this material to make the headlands as 
natural in appearance as possible. Water-worn stones of this kind have already 
been placed immediately opposite the grating which protects Plymouth Rock. 

Respectfully submitted, 


(signed) Lorina UNDERWOOD, 
(signed) ARTHUR A. SHURTLEFF, 
(signed) Hatuam D. Movius, 


Committee of the Boston Society of Landscape Architects.” 


MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN AT PLYMOUTH. 


Prior to the Commission’s decision to move for a survey of the State’s Plymouth 
property, it was called upon to consider a design prepared by Messrs. McKinn, 
Mead and White of a Pilgrim memorial fountain to be given to the Common- 
wealth by the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution. 
As a suitable location had been suggested for this very artistic monument, it was 
accepted by the Commission. 


THe Merpau or Honor TABLET. 


The Commission’s approval was given to a tablet designed by Mr. John F. 
Hardy, Sculptor, commemorating four Massachusetts men, Charles W. Whit- 
tlesey of Pittsfield, Michael J. Perkins of South Boston, George Dilboy of Som- 
erville and Ralph Talbot of Weymouth, whose valor in the World War won for 
them the Congressional Medal of Honor. This tablet, secured for the State under 
authority of the General Court by a special commission of which Senator John 
F. Shea of Holyoke was Chairman, was unveiled at the State House with impres- 
sive ceremonies on December 15, 1924. 


PORTRAITS OF GOVERNORS. 


Progress has been made during 1924 in the plan for as nearly a complete his- 
torical representation as is possible of former governors of the Commonwealth. 
A succinct recapitulation of the steps made in this progress has been presented by 
Former Speaker B. Loring Young for presentation before the Colomial Society 
of Massachusetts. Significant paragraphs, pertinent to the present record, may 
be quoted from this paper as follows: 


“The Commonwealth has during many years received by gift and purchase 
various portraits, statues and other memorials of her statesmen and soldiers of 
bygone days, but only in recent years have our historical collections been given 
the encouragement which on grounds of scholarship and patriotism alike they 
merit and deserve. Not until 1890 was a systematic method adopted for the col- 
lection of protraits of governors of the Commonwealth . .. and not until 1899 
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was any general appropriation made available for the purpose. But through 
the interest of a few citizens, the collection has now been substantially completed. 
Of the forty-five governors from 1780 to 1925 we have oi} paintings of for ty-three. 

“Tn 1921 the situation was as follows: 

_“Of the Plymouth governors, we had no portraits at all. We have during 
tuis last period of four vears acquired a portrait of Governor Edward Winslow, 
oF nied from the original in Pilgrim Hall, Plymouth, as a gift from the Massachu- 

» Society Order of Founders and Patriots of America and, within a few months 
t wt, by purchase a portrait of Governor Josiah Winslow.” 


In 1924 the Commission has approved portraits copied from original likenesses 
of Governors Belcher, Wilham Stoughton and Sir Edmund Andros. Plans have 
ae made by which it is expected that portraits of Sir Henry Vane, William Shir- 

, Thomas Pownall, and Sir Francis Bernard, will shortly be acquired. In the 
e of the Vane portrait, added interest lies in the circumstance that Lord Barn- 

i of Raby Castle, a direct descendant of Vane, has generously offered to aid 

the purchase of an original portrait of accepted authenticity, 


ENeuisH HicH Scuoou TABLET. 


A design for a tablet commemorative of the first building of the English High 

hool of Boston, this to be presented by a committee of alumni of the school, 
nd affixed to the exterior of the State House at a point corresponding with the 
iginal site of the building, has been approved by the Commission, subject to 
ertain changes in the architectural features of the design. 


PoRTRAIT Bust oF JOHN ADAMS. 


A sculptured portrait of John Adams, second President of the United States, 
#, replica of the portrait made by John IF. Paramino, Sculptor, for installation in 
the Hall of Fame of New York Univ ersity, New York City, has been tendered 
to the Commonwealth by the Massachusetts Society, Sons of the Revolution, 
end accepted by the Commission, to be placed in the State House. 


OFFICERS OF THE COMMISSION. 


On account of the resignation of Mr. Page from the Chairmanship of the Com- 
ssion (necessitated by. the large service which he has been rendering to the 
ity of Boston and the nation through his Chairmanship of the Boston Com- 
ission on Marking Historical Sites) a reorganization of the Commission was 
ade in January, 1924, under which Mr. Greco was chosen Chairman and Mr. 
‘oburn, Secretary. 

Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES R. GRECO, 
FREDERICK W. COBURN, 
CYRUS E. DALLIN, 
H-DUDIEYeMUREEY 
WALTER GILMAN PAGE, 


Art Commission for the Commonwealth. 


Bust oF JoHN ADAMS 


Presented by the Massachusetts Society of Sons of the Revolution. John F. Paramino, 


Bust oF SAMUEL W. McCaALu. 
Presented by Mrs, McCall. . 8. Paolo, 
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FRANCIS BERNARD. 


Governor of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, 1760-1769. 


Che Commomuealth of Massachusetts 


EIGHTH REPORT OF THE ART COMMISSION. 


To the Honorable the General Court. 


The Art Commission respectfully submits herewith its report for the year 1925 
in accordance with Section 19 of the General Laws, Chapter 6, and amended in aie 
Acts of 1922, Chapter 298. 


THE PLYMOUTH SURVEY. 


In 1924, a careful and comprehensive report was made regarding “the artistic 
development of the Commonwealth’s property at Plymouth, involving a plan of 
safeguarding it” for future generations. 

The Commission enlisted the professional services of three landscape architects, 
who made a report to this Commission. This report was accompanied by a map 
of the proposed plan. The Commission feels the great importance of taking steps 
to insure the proper preservation of this highly important historical reservation, 
and hopes that its suggestion for the providing of a special commission will be 
acted upon. 


PORTRAIT OF PRESIDENT COOLIDGE. 


This painting was approved as a work of art, but the location designated by a 
special act of the General Court did not meet the approval of the Art Commission. 

The Senate Chamber is an unusually beautiful example of Colonial architecture 
and but two other States can show anything comparable, namely Virginia and 
Maryland. 

It is the opinion of the Art Commission that the room itself is a complete work 
of art and any addition of portraits or sculpture is a detraction from the dignity 
of the architecture. 

The Commission trusts that this action of the General Court will not become a 
precedent for hanging canvases in this room and that this portrait of a distinguished 
past Governor of the Commonwealth and of the President of the United States 
will, in the near future, be placed in a suitable location. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF Past PRESIDENTS OF THE SENATE 
AND SPEAKERS OF THE HOUSE. 


The photographs of the past Presidents of the Senate and Speakers of the House 
and especially those made many years ago were found to be fading rapidly, and in 
time would disappear or become so faint as to serve no purpose historically. 

After careful investigation as to materials used in printing with special reference 
to the quality of paper, it was decided to have all the early photographs and in 
fact all the photographs not printed on suitable paper, re-photographed on the 
best imported platinum paper, which, so far as can be judged by experience, shows 
no alteration. 

This work has been completed, and the old prints have been carefully labelled 
and placed, together with the plates used in the re-photographing, in special boxes, 
and deposited “with the Department of Archives, having been previously marked 
and numbered by Miss Burrill of the Sergeant-at-Arms office. 


MEDAL OF VALOR. 
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PorRTRAITS OF GOVERNORS, COLONIAL AND PROVINCIAL. 


In addition to the very fine portrait of Sir Henry Vane, which was presented 
to the Commonwealth by his descendant, Lord Barnard of Raby Castle, the 
ancestral home of the Vanes, and the Society of Colonial Wars of Massachusetts, 
the Commission has secured copies of portraits of Governor Thomas Pownal. 
Governor William Shirley, Governor Sir Francis Bernard, Governor Edmund 
Andros, Governor Jonathan Belcher and Governor William Stoughton. 

The Commission has endeavored in the placing of these portraits of past Gov- 
ernors to keep the period ones together, so that a certain harmony of type might 
be secured. An illustration of this plan can be seen in the arrangement of the 
Senate Reception Room, which is now quite complete, and offers no further op- 
portunity for additional portraits. The office of the Governor also has been pro- 
vided for on the same plan, while the lobby of the Executive Department has been 
reserved for the portraits of Governors of a later period. 

From time to time as conditions call for it, a certain number of paintings are 
cleaned and varnished. This is an important matter too often neglected by those 
in charge of public collections. In these several details, the Commission has 
acted under the authority granted it by the General Court. In other words the 
Commission has the “care and custody of all paintings and historical relics in the 
State House.’ The Commission interprets this authority to imply that no object 
coming under the specified meaning of this Act of Legislature can be re-hung, 
removed, or re-arranged without permission having been asked and granted by the 
Commission. 


PORTRAIT OF CHARLES SUMNER. 


A portrait of Charles Sumner, a gift to the Commonwealth by Hon. Charles 
Sumner Smith, a member of the Governor’s Council, was approved and has been 
placed in the Senate Reading Room. 


Tur ADMIRAL THOMAS O. SELFRIDGE, JR., TABLET. 


This tablet, a gift of the Admiral’s Son, George 8. Selfridge, Esq., was approved 
and placed in Doric Hall. 


MEDAL OF VALOR. 


By Act of the General Court, a medal to be called the ‘‘Medal of Valor,” and 
similar in intent and purpose to the ‘‘Congressional Medal,” but limited to service 
rendered while on duty within the Commonwealth and under State authority, 
has been authorized. 

The modelling for this medal was done by the sculptor, John F. Paramino, and 
approved by the Commission, after it had been approved by the Military Com- 
mission of which the Adjutant-General was the Chairman. 


104TH MURAL PAINTING. 


The 104th Infantry A. E. F., a typical Massachusetts Regiment. For distin- 
guished service the colors of this regiment were decorated by the French Republic, 
it being the first American Regiment to be so honored by a foreign government. 

This outstanding event was considered worthy of commemoration, and the 
Legislature made the necessary appropriation and authorized the Governor to 
appoint a Commission which should act jointly with the Art Commission. 

A competition has been held among thirteen entrants, and after due and careful 
consideration and by vote of both Commissions Mr. Richard Andrew has been 
chosen to provide a mural depicting the scene of the decorating of the colors by 
General Passaga of the French Army. 

It is planned to have the mural completed by April 30, 1927. 
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RESIGNATION OF Mr. CoBurn. 


The Commission regrets that our fellow member, Mr. Frederick W. Coburn, 
has felt his other duties and obligations too pressing for him to continue as a 
member of the Commission. 

The Commission is happily constituted as to variance of profession and Mr. 
Coburn’s standing as a critic and writer on matters relating to Art appealed strongly 
to Governor Coolidge who made the appointment in 1920. 

Mr. Coburn has acted as Secretary for the Commission ever since his appoint- 
ment. 

The constantly increasing questions relating to landscape architecture that come 
before the Commission would indicate that there should always be one member of 
the Commission of that profession. 


Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES R. GRECO, Chairman, 
CYRUS E. DALLIN, 

HERMAN DUDLEY MURPHY, 
WALTER GILMAN PAGE 


Art Commission for the Commonwealth. 
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